
PARKS AND RECREATION BOARD 
Wednesday, October 4, 2017  

 
Minutes 

 
CALL TO ORDER: 
In the absence of the Chairman, Vice Chairman Michael DeFeo called the meeting to order at 
6:30 p.m. in the Town Hall Council Chambers, 75 Main Street, Southington, CT. 
 
ROLL CALL: 
Present:  Vice Chairman Michael T. DeFeo, Commissioners Robert E. Galati and Peter J. 
Romano, Jr.; Director of Recreation David A. Lapreay and Town Engineer Annette Turnquist. 
Absent/Excused:   Chairman Michael J. Fasulo and Commissioner Albert A. Natelli, Jr. 
 
There was a quorum.  
 
MINUTES: 
Commissioner Romano made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Galati, to accept the minutes 
of the September 7, 2017 meeting as submitted.  Motion carried with one abstention (DeFeo). 
 
PUBLIC COMMUNICATIONS: 
1.  Mick Massarelli, Southington Travel Blue Knights Baseball.  Mr. Massarelli gave an update 
on the travel league following his visit in March.  He was requested to return after the summer 
season to report on how well they worked with the town leagues.  A summary handout was 
presented and reviewed.  Over 150 kids aged 9 to 16 participated in the summer league.  About 
98% of them are from Southington.  They are expected to increase to over 250 players in the 
spring.  They ran a free clinic with Charlie Lembo (head coach of the SHS Varsity Team) and 
about 50 kids attended the two-day session.  A high school training camp will be held for middle 
school aged kids.   
 
Mr. Massarelli spoke about the league’s philosophy on developing fundamental skill sets with 
training and development programs for all age groups.  Some fund raising was done and over 
$3,000 was donated to the little leagues in town.  The group is self-funding themselves and will 
try to help kids in need so that no one is left behind. 
 
Mr. Matt Noyes, president of the Western Little League, also spoke about the cooperation and 
collaboration that has taken place.  It has been great.  The travel league schedules around the 
little league games and it is affordable.  The kids really enjoy it.   
 
Board members asked questions about participation numbers and where games are played.  
Mostly they use Massarelli Field but the older kids play at the high school.  It was noted that 
many of the games with other towns are actually played in Southington.  They are hoping to keep 
Southington kids in the group and to keep the numbers consistent.  It was stated that many 
parents were unaware of the Southington travel group and were interested in learning more about 
it. 
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Mr. Lapreay mentioned that in the beginning field space was an issue, but he has heard nothing 
but good news from all three leagues.  The groups have been cooperative about use of field 
space.  The travel league would still like to be considered to be under the umbrella of the 
Recreation Department of the Town of Southington.  Mr. Lapreay said the board would need to 
make a decision to “give their blessing” on endorsing the group.  This will be discussed at the 
next meeting when hopefully the full board will be present. 
 
WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS & REPORTS:  See report of Director of Recreation. 
 
REPORT OF DIRECTOR OF RECREATION: 
Mr. Lapreay said most of the fall programs are underway.  A few had to be cancelled due to lack 
of sufficient participation, including Zumba Kids and Ballroom Dance.  A good year was had 
with bus trips.  Next month he and Julia will be selecting new trips for next year.  Mr. Lapreay is 
also looking to do more things for adults and young kids with the programming.  He has been 
researching new ways to spice up the programs.   
 
Bow hunting – one doe so far has been taken out.  There have been no complaints.  Public Works 
put some signage up. 
 
A couple of events are coming up.  Halloween in the Village will be Thursday, October 26, and 
the Drive-In Halloween Festival is scheduled for Saturday, October 28.   
 
The department received a complaint from Pamela DePaolo of DePaolo Furniture.  Apparently 
people have been parking their bikes in between her buildings.  She suggested that the town 
should put bike racks on the green.  She also wants more bike racks on the trail.  Mr. Lapreay 
told her he would look into a few things.  There is a bike rack on the corner of Center Street.  
Ms. DePaolo said it has been happening on nights of the music concerts but this was the first 
time he heard about it.  He suggested she contact the police department about any signage 
regarding this issue which she planned to do.  Chairman Fasulo also received a call from Ms. 
DePaolo and spoke with her about it.  It is the opinion of the Director that the town green is not 
the best location for bike racks.  Mr. Lapreay will keep an eye on it. 
 
At the last meeting we talked about the two youth football leagues.  Mr. Lapreay received an 
email (in the packet) from an individual from SVMFL detailing the current registration numbers.  
He told the person that he would make the Board aware of this email and the registration 
numbers stated in it.  He also stressed that he and the board are not forcing a merger of the two 
football leagues as long as they are both doing okay.  Commissioners agreed with that statement. 
 
Motion was made by Commissioner Romano, seconded by Commissioner Galati to accept the 
report of the Director of Recreation.  Motion carried. 
 
REPORT OF PARKS DEPARTMENT: 
Mrs. Turnquist gave the following report.   
 
Memorial Park:  There is still an issue with the splash pad but an agreement was reached and it 
will be taken care of. 
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Recreation Park:  We are trying to do the door replacements on the pool house.  Gabe is pricing 
it out to see if it can be done in-house for less money.  There is also a problem with the umbrella 
in the kiddie pool.  It will have to be repaired or replaced. 
 
Drive-In:  Mr. Fasulo had asked if public works would provide traffic cones and trash cans for 
the Halloween Festival.  That was agreed to; no problem. 
 
Panthorn Park:  No report. 
 
Trail:  There is a little triangle at the bottom of Curtiss Street that needs some work to make it 
safe.  We were waiting for state money to do the work.  Some donated temporary paving was 
placed to make it as safe as we can for now.  Stationary bikes that have been sitting in the garage 
for several years will be placed on the trail near the bike fix station.  It will be like an exercise 
station. 
 
Town Green:  Apple Harvest Festival maintenance is ongoing this time of year. 
 
Commissioner Galati made a motion to accept the Report from the Parks Department.  Seconded 
by Commissioner Romano and carried. 
 
REPORT ON PARKS FROM COMMISSIONERS:  None. 
 
OLD BUSINESS:  None. 
 
NEW BUSINESS:  None. 
 
ADJOURNMENT:  There being no further business, Commissioner Romano made a motion to 
adjourn; seconded by Commissioner Galati.  Meeting adjourned at 7:05 p.m. 
 
      Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
      Patricia Berardinelli 
      Recording Secretary 


